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In the context of African American history, the segregation phenomenon is a touchstone issue. Notably, it has profoundly determined or shaped what people think about racism and discrimination in the United States. Different African American writers and scholars have represented this issue in literary ways using characters depicting varying approaches they adopted in challenging it. Segregation entails different and diverse ethnical experiences, cultural practices, political ideologies, municipal planning, historical conditions, and radicalized social system.[footnoteRef:1] In the U.S., segregation is associated with the Jim Crow South era, where several states enacted laws that promoted it during the period of post-construction. Through an autobiographical sketch and J.A. Rogers's literary work from "Superman" to man, the African American scholar Richard Wright provides insightful experiences of black people during the different periods of racial and color segregation. The thesis of this paper is that the class and racial relationship which entailed the white domination over the black were fundamental to white supremacist domination, and this was achieved through enacted of Jim Crow laws and setting societal standards that ensure blacks lost their identity. This essay explores the approaches used by two African American scholars in their quest to challenge segregation and the intended message they aimed to communicate in their literary work.  [1: Richard Wright. "The ethics of living Jim Crow: An autobiographical sketch." Uncle Tom’s children (1937).] 

	First, both authors have challenged the issue of discrimination based on color throughout their work and characterization based on experiences that depicted white superiority. Wright explores Jim Crow's ethics and blacks' social existence, stating that living as a black person during the period was unbearable. Jim Crow ethics was not only delineating, cruel, and promoted segregation towards the people of color.  Similar to J.A. Rogers, his literary work challenges segregation against African Americans at the time through an anti-racist autobiography revealing the way people of color were oppressed as a caste and racial class, which deemed them prisoners of their existence socially.[footnoteRef:2] Both authors provide insights pertaining to the lives of black people as they learn to navigate through the cruel and harsh realities of the people of color in the United States.  [2: Wright, Richard. "The ethics of living Jim Crow: An autobiographical sketch." Uncle Tom’s children (1937).] 

	It is evident that the two African American writers have adopted different approaches to challenging the issue of racial segregation and discrimination in the U.S. during their time. Joel A. Rogers' in his dialogues of the 1917 quasi-autobiographical work, From Superman to Man, challenged the falsehoods which underlie the basis of white superiority. Exploring the key points pertinent to the novel “Superman to Man” shows that Rogers had a clear glimpse of the need to oppose the ideological lies of white supremacists.  These lies were fronted on black people by using references to great black people. Therefore it could be argued that the author adopts the fight against Jim Crow's discriminative laws in the south from a historical perspective.[footnoteRef:3] As opposed to Richard Wright's literary work of using personal experience perspective, he instead adopts the perspective on history to "win" the war of contradictory social consciousness pertinent to himself and a white supremacist southerner as provided in his book. [3: Joel Rogers, Augustus. From" Superman" to Man. Wesleyan University Press, 2014.] 

	 The novel setting is on a train traveling from Kansas and California. A porter, as stated, traveling on a train has several series of "dialogues" or conversations with a racist southern senator regarding the reason as to why the "white" is dominating African Americans as provided in the literary work. Rogers utilizes the voice of the porter, a character known as Dixon, to pass his own insightful understanding of the lies propagated by white history. Compared with Richard Wright, it could be argued that he adopts a different approach on the inhumanity of the terror of White over African Americans. In the first chapter, evidently, Dixon reading Jean Finot's Race Prejudice, the author introduces the character of Dixon to reflect the several other studies undertake regarding anti-racist historiography.[footnoteRef:4] The quote provided is, "The doctrine of inequality is emphatically a science of white people. It is they who invented it." Dixon asserts in the context of this passage "recalled to him some of the many falsities current about his people ... all sorts of theories to prove his people were inferior.". regarding the perspective of Wright in "The Ethics of Living Jim Crow," the author develops the deeper meaning of the pervasiveness nature of Jim Crow.[footnoteRef:5] It is evident that it did not affect him as a child growing up in Arkansas, as well as the place of employment. Wright provides an incidence of the devastating effects of Southern racism and segregation. Wright explains a moment in which one of his fellow bellboys is seen frolicking with a white prostitute and was mutilated for the indulgence. The entire staff was warned with the reference that the victim was a "lucky bastard" because his life was spared.  [4: Wright, Richard. "The ethics of living Jim Crow: An autobiographical sketch." Uncle Tom’s children (1937).]  [5: Joel Rogers, Augustus. From" Superman" to Man. Wesleyan University Press, 2014.
] 

	In summary, both authors aimed to convey the message that the segregation and discrimination against the African Americans were human impositions and that the racism issues faced were circumstances hence should be opposed. Therefore, it is an urgent need to attacked notions of African inferiority. It is a polemic against the ignorance that fuels racism. The central plot revolves around a debate between a Pullman porter and a white racist Southern politician. Rogers used this debate to air many of his personal philosophies and to debunk stereotypes about black people and white racial superiority.
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